
 
Advisory Work 

 

The team offers expert advice on tax issues in non-contentious cases. We 
are regularly asked to advise upon matters such as:  
 
 Posthumous variations and disclaimers for IHT purposes.  
 IHT reliefs on agricultural and business property.  
 Tax aspects of commercial transactions.  
 Tax liability upon termination of employment.  
 VAT registration requirements and option to tax.  
 
Our tax advisory work complements the rest of the work of Chambers’ 
Commercial & Chancery Group. We can offer advice on the tax and non-
tax aspects of a chancery or commercial case, so as to achieve the best 
overall solution for the client. The team are happy to travel to clients 
throughout the UK.  
 

What would be the cost?  
 
Work can be undertaken at an hourly rate or we can quote you a fixed 
fee for particular pieces of work. The cost will vary according to the 
seniority and experience of the barrister consulted, and the amount of 
work involved.  
 

How do I instruct a barrister at St John’s Chambers? 
 
Please contact Simon Lyons via telephone or email (details below) and he 
will get in touch with you within 24 hours to discuss your case, and 
recommend the right barrister or QC for you and give a fixed fee quote.  

 

 

For more information about  
our services please visit:  
 
www.stjohnschambers.co.uk  
or contact Simon 

t: 0117 923 4696 
e: simon.lyons@stjohnschambers.co.uk  

 

101 Victoria Street, Bristol, BS1 6PU 
tel: 0117 923 4700   
fax: 0117 929 4821  

 

 

 

   

 

 

  Offering Aims members a ‘one-stop-shop’ service, 
 so the cost of instructing both solicitors and 
 barristers can be  avoided.   
 

  Highly competitive rates, including fixed fees 
 where appropriate.  
 

  Barristers are happy to travel to clients throughout 
 the UK.  

St John’s Chambers’ can offer you 
expert legal advice and support 
throughout tax disputes 

http://www.stjohnschambers.co.uk/
mailto:clerks@stjohnschambers.co.uk


 

As leading tax barristers recommended in Chambers UK 
and Legal 500, we offer expert advice and support 
throughout a tax dispute – from drafting persuasive 
letters to HMRC, to case preparation and advocacy in the 
tribunal.  
 
St John’s Chambers’ Tax Advisory and Dispute Resolution team consists of 
barristers who have extensive experience in tax disputes, litigation and 
advisory work. We offer heavy-weight advocacy experience alongside 
technical knowledge and expertise. 
 
The team’s core areas of expertise are: private client IHT and CGT, VAT, 
employment-related taxes, corporation tax, tax penalties, and property-
related taxes. 
 
The team offers assistance with negotiation and settlement of HMRC 
enquiries and representation before all tribunals and courts on contentious 
tax matters, as well as non-contentious advice within our core areas. 
 

Dispute Resolution 
  
With HMRC taking an increasingly aggressive approach to compliance and 
enforcement, it is vital to have specialist assistance available throughout 
any enquiry or dispute. The team offers a complete dispute resolution 
service to solicitors, accountants, CTAs and other tax professionals:- 
 
 Full advice on merits, so that a cost-effective strategy for resolving 
 the dispute can be planned. 
 Drafting letters to HMRC, to put the client’s case as persuasively as 
 possible. 
 Negotiating terms of settlement, including the level of any penalty. 
 Drafting the notice of appeal, witness statements and skeleton 
 argument if an appeal is necessary. 
 Expert advocacy, at all Tribunal and Court hearings. 
 
Professional clients who do not specialise in litigation can use us as a ‘one-
stop-shop’ to minimise the overall cost of resolving the dispute. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

George commenced his career in-house with 
HMRC and has been in private practice since 2006. 
He regularly advises on: VAT, IHT, CGT, 
employment-related taxes, and penalties. He has 
been a member of the Attorney-General’s Panel of 
Counsel since 2008 and regularly appears for and 
against HMRC. He is a contributing editor of 
Simon’s Taxes. “George draws praise from both 
clients and peers for the depth of his tax 
experience. He is particularly recognised for his 
work on tax penalties, inheritance and capital 
gains tax and employment-related tax issues. He 
has impressive sharpness of mind and good 
analytical skills, and is a man with abundant 
common sense. When you’ve got him you have no 
need to go to London.” Chambers UK (2016) 

George Rowell  

Alison worked in-house for HMRC for many 
years, with responsibility for some of their most 
important VAT cases. Since returning to private 
practice in 2010 she has built an enviable 
reputation for taking on HMRC in difficult and 
important tax disputes. She also undertakes non-
contentious work in appropriate cases. “Alison is 
highly experienced at handling tax litigation, and 
especially well known for her work in probate, 
chancery, excise and environmental tax cases. 
She is frequently instructed on behalf of private 
clients in cases against HMRC. She’s extremely 
knowledgeable, very approachable and has an 
excellent bedside manner.” Chambers UK, Tax 
(2016) 

Alison Graham-Wells 

Michael started his career as a solicitor and 
chartered tax advisor at Burges Salmon LLP. 
Since moving to the Bar in 2009 he has built a 
strong tax practice, with instructions from 
leading regional solicitors, accountants and tax 
advisers. He has wide-ranging experience of 
contentious and non-contentious tax work 
covering IHT, CGT, corporation tax, stamp taxes, 
VAT and employment-related taxes. He was 
appointed to the Attorney-General’s panel of 
Counsel in 2015.  

Leslie Blohm QC is one of the country’s foremost 
chancery barristers, and accepts instructions as 
leading counsel in tax cases. “His calmness and 
gravitas puts clients at ease.” Legal 500 (2016)  

Leslie Blohm QC Michael Clarke 

Meet the team  

“St John’s impresses clients with the breadth 
of expertise that it offers, its top-notch client 
service and its down-to-earth barristers.” 
Chambers UK  


